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Chapter 1: Historical Background — International Support for

the Kurdistan Region

Both the United States and the Islamic Republic of Iran have made significant
political contributions to the Kurds of Iraq. These contributions cannot be ignored,
nor can they be used to justify supporting one side while treating the other as an
enemy. The United States supported the protection of the Kurdistan Region through
United Nations Security Council Resolution 688, adopted on April 5, 1991, following
the Second Gulf War and the subsequent suppression of uprisings in Iraq,

particularly the Kurdish uprising.

This resolution provided the legal basis for international intervention to protect
civilians and subsequently enabled international protection for the Kurds and the
establishment of a no—fly zone over the Kurdistan Region. This support significantly
reduced the risk of attacks by Saddam Hussein’ s regime and contributed to creating
conditions that allowed the Kurds to administer their controlled territories
themselves after the second uprising that occurred five months after the first. As a
result, even after the Iraqgi government withdrew its administrative presence in an
attempt to create an administrative vacuum and weaken the Kurds’ ability to
manage public administration and daily life, government and public institutions were

established in the region.



Chapter 2: Iranian Support and the Formation of Regional

Relations

Iran should also be recognized for its support of the Iraqgi Kurds. Iran supported
Kurdish revolutionary and political movements opposing Iraq’ s dictatorial regime and
opened its borders to millions of Kurdish refugees fleeing the brutal suppression of
uprisings by Saddam Hussein. Furthermore, the Islamic Republic of Iran formally
recognized the Kurdistan Region as an autonomous entity and established political,
diplomatic, and trade routes with the region. These channels were essential for the

region’ s reconstruction and gradual stabilization.

Chapter 3: The Neutral Position of the Kurdistan Region

From this perspective, it would be unreasonable for the Kurdistan Region to defend
one side and treat the other as an enemy or to intervene in any war between the
two. The Kurdistan Region also has the legitimate right to adopt a neutral position.
However, such neutrality must ensure the protection of regional stability and
prevent the region from being drawn into agendas that serve the interests of the

warring parties rather than the countries and regions within the conflict zone.

Chapter 4: Expectations from the United States and Iran

It is true that both the United States and the Islamic Republic of Iran would prefer
the Kurds to support their respective positions in this war. Washington may hope
that the region will become an open platform for organizing and leading Iranian
opposition movements, including organizations based in East Kurdistan within Iran.
Meanwhile, Iran expects that the region will refrain from any actions against it during

the conflict. However, considering that the Kurdistan Region already faces political
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challenges such as economic crisis, lack of services, and difficulties in paying public
sector salaries, the region’ s leaders have sought to maintain neutrality as much as

possible.

The region has also aligned itself with Iraq’ s official policy symbolized by the slogan
“Iraq First,” which prioritizes national interests and the welfare of the population
while avoiding involvement in wars that could devastate the region and its

inhabitants.

Chapter 5: Kurdish Perspectives on the War and Diplomatic

Approach

The Kurds of Iraq do not wish to play any role in this war other than supporting
efforts to end it and return the parties to the negotiating table. Although the region
has been subjected to missile and drone attacks by the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Iragi armed groups aligned with it, it has chosen patience and diplomacy over
responses that would contradict its principled stance. This position reflects political
prudence and foresight in assessing the impact of war on the political, diplomatic,
and economic relations that the Kurdistan Region has built and seeks to maintain

within Iraq’ s official strategy of mediating regional conflicts.
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