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Introduction

Very few studies have analyzed the relationship between the Jewish people and the
Kurdish people. While these two ethnic groups share certain similarities, there are
also significant differences in their historical circumstances and geopolitical

positions.

The Jewish people established the State of Israel in 1948, whereas the Kurdish
people remain divided among several states and still do not possess an independent
nation—state. Furthermore, the Kurds are often described as one of the largest

stateless ethnic groups in the world.
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In terms of religion, the Jewish people traditionally practice Judaism, whereas the
Kurdish people historically maintained elements of Zoroastrian belief systems,

although the majority today identify as Muslims.

From a historical perspective, the Jewish people are widely known as a diaspora
nation dispersed across the world, while the Kurdish people represent a
geographically and politically divided nation. The Jewish people maintained a strong
identity associated with the concept of a chosen people, whereas the Kurdish people

possess a historical identity rooted in the cradle of Mesopotamian civilization.

Economically, Jewish communities have had significant influence within the global
economy, while the Kurdish people have often been politically constrained within the
geopolitical spheres of larger states such as Turkey, Iran, as well as the strategic

interests of global powers including the United States and Russia.

This paper aims to analyze the similarities and differences between Jews and Kurds
from the perspectives of history, economics, military strategy, politics, and ethnic

identity.

Executive Summary

Ethnic Factor

The Kurds are the largest stateless ethnic group in the Middle East, where national
borders do not correspond to ethnic distributions. In contrast, the Jewish people
successfully rebuilt a nation—state after centuries of diaspora. The histories of these

two peoples represent contrasting models of ethnic politics.
Military Strategy

Israel adopted a strategic doctrine known as the Periphery Doctrine, building
security partnerships with non—Arab states and minority groups, including Kurdish

forces.

Resource Geopolitics
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The Kurdistan region possesses significant oil and natural gas reserves. For Israel,
which historically lacked major energy resources, Kurdistan represents a

strategically valuable potential partner.
Energy Trade

Between 2014 and 2017, Israel became one of the largest buyers of Kurdish crude

oil, leading to the formation of an informal energy supply network.
Regional Order Transformation

Since the Abraham Accords, a new regional framework has been gradually emerging
in the Middle East, involving Israel, Gulf states, Turkey, and Central Asia in new

forms of security and resource cooperation.

1 Ethnic Factor: The Kurdish People

1.1 Population and Distribution of the Kurds

The Kurdish population is estimated to range between 30 million and 40 million

people.

They are primarily distributed across the following countries:

e Turkey
e Iran

e Iraq

e Syria

e Armenia

After World War I, the Kurdish homeland was divided by the Sykes—Picot Agreement,

leaving the Kurds without a sovereign state.

Through migration and diaspora, Kurdish populations now also reside in:
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e Israel

e Russia

e the United Kingdom

e various European countries
e the United States

Because many countries do not record ethnicity in official statistics, Kurdish
population estimates are often based on place of origin recorded during citizenship

acquisition.

1.2 Kurdish Population in Europe and the United Kingdom

Country Kurdish Population

Germany approx. 1.2 million
France approx. 320,000
Netherlands approx. 120,000
Sweden approx. 120,000
Belgium approx. 90,000
Austria approx. 85,000

United Kingdom over 90,000

1.3 Proportion within the European Population

The population of the European Union is approximately 450 million.

If the Kurdish population in Europe is estimated at 1.5—2 million, the proportion

becomes:
2,000,000 — 450,000,000 = 0.44%

Therefore, Kurds represent approximately 0.3—0.5% of the European population.
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1.4 National Variations

The percentage varies significantly by country.

Germany

e Kurdish population: approx. 1.2 million
e Total population: approx. 83 million

¢ Ratio: approx. 1.4%

Sweden

e Kurdish population: approx. 120,000
e Total population: approx. 10.5 million

e Ratio: approx. around 1%

Summary

e Kurdish population in Europe: 1.5—2 million
e Share of European population: 0.3—0.5%

e In some countries such as Germany: over 1%

1.5 Kurdish—Origin Population in Israel
Scholarly estimates generally distinguish between two categories.

1.5.1 Jews from Kurdistan (largest group)

Estimated population:
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200,000 - 300,000

These are Jews whose families migrated from the Kurdistan regions of:

e Northern Iraq
e Western Iran

e FEastern Turkey
Most arrived during large—scale migration in the 1950s, particularly from Iraq.
One major migration operation was:
Operation Ezra and Nehemiah, an airlift that transported Iraqgi Jews to Israel.
Characteristics:

e Fully integrated into Israeli society
e Major residential areas include:
o Jerusalem

o Tel Aviv

o agricultural communities known as moshavim

1.5.2 Ethnic Kurds (non—Jewish)

The number of Muslim or non—Jewish Kurds living in Israel is much smaller.
Some estimates suggest:

150,000-200,000, though the figure is uncertain.

Many are:

e refugees

e individual migrants
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However, statistically, Kurdish Jews represent the overwhelming majority of people

of Kurdish origin in Israel.

Sources

e David McDowall, A Modern History of the Kurds
e Mehrdad Izady, The Kurds: A Concise Handbook
e CIA World Factbook

Chapter 2

The Jewish People and the Formation of the State of Israel

2.1 Historical Background of the Jewish Diaspora

The Jewish people experienced a long period of diaspora following the destruction of
the Second Temple in Jerusalem by the Roman Empire in 70 CE. After this event,
Jewish communities dispersed throughout the Mediterranean world, Europe, and the
Middle East.

Despite the dispersion, Jewish communities maintained strong cultural and religious
cohesion through Judaism, Hebrew language traditions, and communal institutions.
This preservation of identity enabled the Jewish people to survive as a distinct

ethnic and religious group for nearly two millennia without a sovereign state.

Throughout medieval and modern history, Jewish populations experienced both
periods of integration and episodes of persecution across Europe and the Middle
East. In many regions they played significant roles in commerce, finance, and

intellectual life.

The modern political movement advocating the re—establishment of a Jewish

homeland is known as Zionism.

One of the most influential figures in this movement was:
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e Theodor Herzl

Herzl argued that the Jewish people required a sovereign state in order to guarantee

their security and political self—determination.

2.2 Establishment of the State of Israel

The State of Israel was established in 1948 following the end of the British Mandate

in Palestine.

The founding of Israel was deeply influenced by the aftermath of:

e World War II

and the genocide of European Jews known as:

e The Holocaust

These events significantly strengthened international support for the creation of a

Jewish state.

On May 14, 1948, Israel declared independence under the leadership of:

e David Ben—Gurion

Immediately after its declaration of independence, Israel faced military conflict with

neighboring Arab states.

This conflict is commonly referred to as the:

e 1948 Arab-Israeli War

Despite the regional opposition, Israel survived and gradually developed into a

technologically advanced and economically powerful state.

46



2.3 Jewish Immigration from the Middle East

Large numbers of Jews migrated to Israel from Middle Eastern countries during the
1950s and 1960s.

One of the largest migration waves involved Jews from Iraq. This migration occurred

through an airlift operation known as:
e Operation Ezra and Nehemiah

Between 1950 and 1951, approximately 120,000 Iraqi Jews were transported to

Israel.

Among these migrants were many Jews from the Kurdish regions of northern Iraq.

Today, these communities are often referred to as Kurdish Jews.

Kurdish Jewish communities in Israel have preserved elements of Kurdish cultural

traditions while becoming fully integrated into Israeli society.

Chapter 3

Kurdish Political Movements in the Middle East

3.1 Kurdish National Movements

Unlike the Jewish people, the Kurds have not succeeded in establishing an

independent nation—state.
Following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire after:
e World War I

the Kurdish homeland was divided among several states.
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Today, the largest Kurdish populations live in:

e Turkey
e Iran

e Iraq

e Syria

Because of this division, Kurdish political movements have developed differently in

each country.

3.2 Kurdish Politics in Iraq

The most successful Kurdish autonomy movement emerged in northern Iraq.

Following the Gulf War in 1991, Kurdish forces established a semi—autonomous

region known as the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG).
One of the most prominent Kurdish leaders associated with this region is:
e Masoud Barzani

The KRG maintains its own parliament, security forces, and administrative

institutions.

Although it remains formally part of Irag, the region functions with a high degree of

autonomy.

3.3 Kurdish Politics in Turkey

In Turkey, Kurdish political activism has often been associated with both political

parties and armed movements.

One of the most influential Kurdish political figures in Turkey is:
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e Selahattin Demirtas

Demirtas served as the co—leader of the pro—Kurdish political party:

e Peoples Democratic Party

He gained national attention as a presidential candidate and advocate for minority

rights and democratic reforms.

However, Kurdish political movements in Turkey have faced significant legal and

political restrictions.

3.4 Kurdish Armed Movements

The most well-known Kurdish armed organization is:

e Kurdistan Workers Party

Founded in 1978, the PKK initially pursued the creation of an independent Kurdish

state.

The organization has engaged in a long—running conflict with the Turkish

government.

Because of its militant activities, the PKK is designated as a terrorist organization
by:

e European Union
e United States
e Turkey

However, the PKK and related Kurdish forces have also been involved in military

operations against:

e Islamic State
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particularly in Syria and Iraq.

Interim Conclusion

The historical experiences of Jews and Kurds present two contrasting geopolitical

trajectories:

Jewish history demonstrates the successful establishment of a nation—state
following centuries of diaspora, while Kurdish history reflects the continuing struggle

for political autonomy within existing states.

Nevertheless, both peoples occupy strategically important positions within Middle

Eastern geopolitics.

Understanding the interaction between these two historical trajectories provides

valuable insight into regional political dynamics.

Chapter 4

Strategic Relations between Israel and Kurdish Movements

4.1 Israel’ s Periphery Doctrine

One of the key strategic principles guiding Israel’ s early foreign policy was the

concept known as the Periphery Doctrine.
This doctrine was developed during the leadership of:
¢ David Ben—Gurion

The central idea of the Periphery Doctrine was that Israel, surrounded by hostile
Arab states, should establish alliances with non—Arab regional actors and minority

groups located on the periphery of the Middle East.
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These partnerships included relationships with:

e Iran (before the 1979 revolution)
e Turkey
e Ethiopia

In addition to states, Israel also cultivated informal relations with ethnic minorities

that were in tension with Arab nationalist regimes.

Among these groups, Kurdish movements were considered strategically important.

4.2 Early Contacts with Kurdish Leaders

Historical research suggests that contacts between Israel and Kurdish political

movements began during the 1960s.

At that time, Kurdish forces in Irag were engaged in an armed struggle against the

Iraqi government.
The Iraqi Kurdish movement was led by:
e Mustafa Barzani

Israel viewed Kurdish forces as a potential strategic partner in weakening hostile

regimes in the region, particularly Iragq.

Israeli intelligence agencies reportedly provided various forms of support to Kurdish

forces, including:

e military training
e intelligence sharing

e limited logistical assistance
These activities were reportedly coordinated through the Israeli intelligence service:

e Mossad
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While much of this cooperation remains classified, multiple historical studies have

documented indirect Israeli support for Kurdish insurgents during this period.

4.3 Kurdish Autonomy in Iraq

Following the 1991 Gulf War, a major transformation occurred in Kurdish politics.

After the war, a no—fly zone was established in northern Iraq by the United States
and its allies. This allowed Kurdish forces to establish a semi—autonomous political

entity.
This entity eventually became known as the:
e Kurdistan Regional Government
The KRG maintains its own institutions, including:

e parliament
e military forces

e foreign economic relations
One of the most prominent leaders associated with the KRG is:
e Masoud Barzani

The emergence of this autonomous Kurdish region created new opportunities for

international partnerships, including informal relations with Israel.

4.4 Energy Cooperation

One of the most significant dimensions of Israel-Kurdistan relations involves energy

trade.
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The Kurdistan region possesses substantial oil reserves located in northern Iraq.

In the mid—2010s, reports indicated that Israel had become one of the largest

importers of Kurdish crude oil.

During the period between 2014 and 2017, several international media reports
suggested that a large share of Kurdish oil exports was ultimately sold to Israel

through intermediary traders.

This trade relationship was particularly important because Israel historically lacked

domestic energy resources.

Kurdish oil exports were typically transported through pipelines that passed through:
e Turkey

before being shipped via Mediterranean ports.

Although the KRG and Israel rarely publicly confirm the full extent of their
cooperation, energy trade has been widely regarded as a key element of the

relationship.

4.5 Kurdish Forces and the War against ISIS

During the conflict against:
e Islamic State

Kurdish forces became one of the most effective ground forces fighting the

organization in Iraq and Syria.
These forces included:
e Peshmerga (Iraq)

e People’s Protection Units (Syria)
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The international coalition against ISIS provided military support to Kurdish forces.

Israel publicly expressed sympathy and political support for Kurdish aspirations

during this period.

Some Israeli officials argued that an independent Kurdish state could serve as a

moderate and pro—Western partner in the region.

Chapter 5

Resource Geopolitics of Kurdistan

5.1 Oil Reserves

The Kurdistan region contains significant hydrocarbon resources.
Major oil fields include:

e Kirkuk field
e Taqg Taq field
e Shaikan field

These reserves are estimated to contain tens of billions of barrels of oil.
The city of:

e Kirkuk
has historically been one of the most important oil centers in Iraq.

Control over these resources has long been a source of political tension between

the Kurdish regional authorities and the Iraqi central government.
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5.2 Pipeline Geopolitics

Kurdish oil exports depend heavily on pipeline infrastructure.
One of the most important export routes runs through:
e Ceyhan
in Turkey.
From there, oil is shipped to global markets via the Mediterranean Sea.
This pipeline network gives Turkey significant influence over Kurdish energy exports.
As a result, Kurdish political leaders must carefully balance their relations with:

e Turkey
e Iraq

e international energy markets

Strategic Conclusion

The relationship between Israel and Kurdish political movements reflects broader

patterns of Middle Eastern geopolitics.

Three structural factors are particularly important:

1 Strategic Geography

Both Israel and Kurdish regions occupy critical locations within the Middle East.
2 Shared Strategic Interests

Both actors have historically faced pressure from larger regional states.
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3 Energy and Security Cooperation

Energy trade and security coordination have strengthened informal ties between the

two sides.

Chapter 6

Kurdish Diaspora Politics in Europe

6.1 Formation of the Kurdish Diaspora in Europe

The Kurdish diaspora in Europe began to expand significantly after the 1960s.

The first major migration wave consisted of labor migrants who moved to Western

Europe as part of industrial labor recruitment programs.
One of the most important destinations was:
e Germany
which invited foreign workers through the Gastarbeiter (guest worker) system.

During the 1970s and 1980s, many Kurds from Turkey migrated to Europe under this

program.

A second migration wave occurred during the 1980s and 1990s due to political
conflict and instability in the Middle East.

Many Kurdish refugees fled from:

e Turkey
e Iraq

e Iran

e Syria
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These migrants established large Kurdish communities across Europe.

6.2 Major Kurdish Communities in Europe

Today, Europe hosts one of the largest Kurdish diaspora populations in the world.

Estimated Kurdish populations include:

Country Estimated Kurdish Population

Germany approx. 1,000,000-1,200,000
France approx. 300,000
Netherlands approx. 100,000-120,000
Sweden approx. 100,000-120,000
Belgium approx. 80,000-90,000
Austria approx. 80,000-90,000

United Kingdom approx. 90,000+

Many of these communities are concentrated in major metropolitan areas such as:

e Berlin

e Cologne

e Stockholm
e Amsterdam

e Vienna

Urban concentration has enabled Kurdish communities to develop political influence

in local electoral districts.

6.3 Kurdish Political Participation in Europe
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Over time, Kurdish diaspora communities have increasingly participated in European

political institutions.

Several Kurdish—origin politicians have been elected to national parliaments or held

senior political positions.
Examples include:

e Dilan Yesilgoz

Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Defense of the Netherlands
e Berivan Aslan

Member of the Austrian Parliament
e Helin Evrim Sommer

Member of the German Bundestag

These figures demonstrate the increasing political integration of Kurdish diaspora

communities within European democracies.

6.4 Kurdish Lobbying Networks

Kurdish diaspora organizations in Europe have also developed lobbying networks

aimed at influencing policy on Middle Eastern affairs.
One of the most prominent transnational Kurdish organizations is:
e Kurdistan National Congress

The KNK operates as a coordinating body for Kurdish political activities across

Europe.
These networks frequently engage with European political institutions, including:
e European Parliament

Lobbying efforts often focus on issues such as:
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e Kurdish cultural rights
e political autonomy

e Human rights conditions in Kurdish regions

6.5 Security Controversies

The presence of Kurdish political networks in Europe has also generated political

controversy.

Some European governments have expressed concern regarding connections

between diaspora organizations and the militant group:
e Kurdistan Workers Party
The PKK has been designated as a terrorist organization by:

e European Union
e United States
e Turkey

At the same time, Kurdish groups argue that their political activities in Europe are

focused on democratic advocacy and human rights campaigns.

This dual perception has created complex political debates within European

societies.

Chapter 7

The Future of Kurdish Geopolitics

7.1 Regional Power Competition
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Kurdish politics is deeply shaped by the strategic interests of regional powers.

Key regional actors include:

e Turkey
e Iran

e Iraq

e Syria

Each of these states contains significant Kurdish populations and maintains strong

opposition to Kurdish independence movements.

1.2 Global Power Involvement

Major global powers also play important roles in Kurdish geopolitics.
These actors include:

e United States
e Russia

e Israel
Each power has, at different times, supported Kurdish groups for strategic reasons.

However, international support has often been conditional and temporary, reflecting

broader geopolitical calculations.

1.3 Strategic Scenarios

Several possible future scenarios can be identified for Kurdish geopolitics.

Scenario 1: Expanded Regional Autonomy
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Kurdish regions gain increased autonomy within existing states.

Scenario 2: Continued Fragmentation

Kurdish political movements remain divided among multiple states.

Scenario 3: Emergence of an Independent Kurdish State

A sovereign Kurdish state emerges under favorable geopolitical conditions.

While the third scenario has long been a goal for many Kurdish national movements,

it remains politically difficult due to regional opposition.

Final Analytical Conclusion

The Kurdish question represents one of the most complex geopolitical issues in the
modern Middle East.

Three key structural factors shape the future of Kurdish politics:

1. Ethnic distribution across multiple states
2. Control of significant energy resources

3. Strategic interest from regional and global powers

At the same time, the Kurdish diaspora in Europe has created a new transnational

dimension to Kurdish political activism.

Understanding Kurdish geopolitics therefore requires analyzing both Middle Eastern

regional dynamics and European diaspora politics.
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